Dufour to lead town IDA as Keough and Sy retire

As he steps away, Sy said developing the IDA Park South is a priority

HEIDI TRUSCHEL-LIGHT
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Tom Keough and Patricia Dufour, longtime board members for the Town of Lockport, leave their positions
today. Dufour will fill the position of coordinator of economic development as Tom Sy wraps up six years in the
role. Supervisor Mark Crocker said Keough plans to retire for good.

Crocker said Dufour’s role in supervising several infrastructure projects for the town, along with her 30 years of

experience owning a construction company, made her a natural fit for the industrial development agency
position.

Dufour is vice president of Cornerstone Services Group,
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recognized outgoing board members Patricia Dufour, with cake, and Tom Keough, at far right, on LCTV.
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Inc., a residential builder that provides general contracting, site analysis, and project management in Niagara,
Erie, and Orleans counties. Specializing in land procurement, site planning, residential and small commercial
development, Dufour is a licensed real estate broker with NYS WBE certification.

Dufour managed the renovation of the town hall this year, including establishing the scope of work and
overseeing deliverables on the $1.3 million project. She also oversaw the development of the Day Road Park
pickleball courts from concept through implementation.



During his time with the town IDA, Sy said he most enjoyed working with SIVA Powers America Inducement,
a company that manufactures and installs wind turbines.

“It was such a unique project in terms of green energy and a joint venture with an India-based company,” Sy
said. “Hopefully, that will come to fruition. I like the industry and the complexity of the project. You're talking
about actually assembling wind turbines. It’s unfortunately

facing an uphill battle with financing. They’re bumping into tariffs and whatnot.”

Sy said the town is “proeconomic development,” and developing the IDA Park South is a priority since it offers
45 contiguous acres that can be developed. He noted that financing has become more difficult for the industry
in recent years.

“The banks’ appetite for risk in the last two to three years just isn’t there,” he said. “That has to loosen up a bit.
I think some industries are perceived as challenging. It’s one thing if it’s an existing business that has had
organic growth. But a lot of projects that were great were first-time projects. Projects that don’t have a multi-
year track record, there is some hesitation there.”

Sy said he will be “dabbling around for three months,” wrapping up paperwork and helping Dufour get
acclimated.

After 11 years on the town board, Keough will be spending more time with his family.
“He was always good counsel for us,” Crocker said. “We always appreciated his opinion.”

Keough served as the board’s liaison with the highway department and liaison to the fire board, working with
five fire companies. He was also

active on the town’s recreation committee.

“He was the best bounce house coordinator ever,” Crocker said. “He managed to make sure in the 11 years that
he was a bounce house monitor that no kid was hurt.”

Crocker said before Keogh, bounce houses were chaotic with many kids of all ages having a free-for-all.

After serving 38 years in the Air Force, Keough acted as the town’s liaison to the air base through the Niagara
Military Affairs Council, which advocated for the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station to Congress. Keough had
previously served as squadron commander at Niagara Falls air base. He retired as a colonel in 2007.

“He’s a smart guy,” Crocker said. “To be a squadron commander of pilots, he had to be on the ball.”
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